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2019 United Way
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Your gift changes lives!
TOGETHER WE THRIVE.
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O V E R V I E W  O F  H O W  T O  TA L K  A B O U T I T

Main Message

The greater Twin Cities area is known as one 
of the best places to live in the country. But 
that’s not true for everyone. That’s why Greater 
Twin Cities United Way is on a mission to build 
pathways toward prosperity and equity for all.
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Community Challenges
Currently we can predict an individual’s ability to thrive based on 
income, race and/or place of residence. 
• 1 in 4 people (725,000 people) cannot afford their basic needs

 –  Over the last three years, homelessness grew 9 percent in the 
Twin Cities metro area. Even amidst record employment. 

 –  Of those who face hunger, more than 150,000 are our most 
vulnerable neighbors—children and seniors. 

•  Our region ranks low on economic and racial inclusion compared 
to the rest of the country. 

•  By 2024, our state is projected to have 400,000 unfilled jobs due to 
skilled labor shortages. 

•  80% of brain development occurs by age 3, and during these 
critical years, many of poverty’s challenges can inhibit young 
children’s development and educational success. 

•  In the greater Twin Cities, 1 out of 5 students does not graduate 
from high school on time. 

The Solution
No one experiences poverty as a single, isolated problem. 
Homelessness, hunger, and lack of educational and career 
opportunities are linked, which is why United Way fuels a holistic 
approach. Your life-changing support provides our neighbors with:
• A place to call home
• Access to nutritious food
• High-quality, affordable education from cradle to career
• Job training and sustainable employment. 

We do this through investments, our 2-1-1 helpline, volunteerism, 
advocacy, and by supporting community-led programs, and large-scale 
solutions across sectors. Together, we will create a community of 
opportunity where all people thrive.

Your Impact 
Your United Way gift makes a life-changing impact, here’s how:
•  It stays 100% local, impacting the lives of people in the 9-county 

metro area. 
•  It supports housing, food, education and job training programs as 

well as advocacy and coalition work to influence policy and state 
funding. 

•  It supports United Way’s 2-1-1 resource hotline to connect callers 
with critical basic needs. 

•  It helps develop a healthy nonprofit sector by supporting over 100 
nonprofit organizations. 

•  It helps engage more than 60,000 volunteers who donate their time 
on service projects.

Get involved, it’s easy! 
Support for United Way makes a life-changing impact and there are 
so many ways to get involved.
•  Make a Gift – every little bit helps! Donations can be made on our 

website or through workplace giving campaigns. 
•  Volunteer – we have hundreds of meaningful opportunities – find 

one that’s perfect for you!
•  Join a Giving Community – our Arise Project, Emerging Leaders, 

and Women United giving communities offer great opportunities 
to grow your network, learn about community issues and make a 
difference. 

•  Advocate – we have a community of amazing advocates where 
you can lend your voice. 

M E S S A G I N G
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F O N T S

L O G O

C O L O R S

Roboto Medium
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Pantone 143
C:0 M:34 Y:86 K:0
R:255 G:179 B:81
HEX: #FFB351

Cream
C:0 M:7 Y:17 K:0
R:255 G:236 B:211
HEX: #FFEBD2

Black 80%
C:0 M:0 Y:0 K:80
R:88 G:89 B:91
HEX: #58595B

Pantone 152
C:0 M:60 Y:100 K:0
R:245 G:120 B:20
HEX: #58595B

Pantone 287
C:100 M:74 Y:0 K:0
R:0 G:81 B:145
HEX: #005191

TOGETHER WE THRIVE. 
Your gift changes lives.

TOGETHER WE THRIVE.
Your gift changes lives.
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K E Y  I M A G E S
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P O W E R P O I N T ( W I T H  O R  W I T H O U T C O - B R A N D I N G )

Co-branding logo goes here
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Co-branding logo goes here

Co-branding logo goes here

E M A I L  B A N N E R S

N O  C O - B R A N D I N G C O - B R A N D I N G
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B R O C H U R E  -  O U T S I D E

Today, a neighbor found the  
courage to start over.

Today, a young person felt believed in. 

Today, a parent learned skills for a new job.

Today, a student graduated  
and made the family proud. 

Today, a mother found power in her voice.

Today, someone found hope. 

Today, you can make a difference. 

Your United Way gift 
makes a life-changing 
impact, here’s how: 

•  It stays 100% local, impacting the lives 
of people in the 9-county metro area. 

•  It supports housing, food, education 
and job training programs as well 
as advocacy and coalition work to 
influence policy and state funding. 

•  It supports United Way’s 2-1-1  
resource hotline to connect callers  
with critical basic needs.

•  It helps develop a healthy nonprofit 
sector by supporting over 100 
nonprofit organizations. 

 
•  It helps engage more than 60,000 

volunteers who donate their time  
on service projects.

TOGETHER  
WE THRIVE.

Together we will 
create a community  
of opportunity where  
all people thrive. 

Union Bug

Your Gift Changes Lives!
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B R O C H U R E  -  I N S I D E

Get Involved 
It’s easy! 
Make a Gift
gtcuw.org/donate or donate through  
your workplace giving campaign.

Volunteer
We have hundreds of meaningful opportunities.  
Find the project that’s perfect for you!  
gtcuw.org/volunteer

Join a Giving Community
Grow your network, learn about community issues 
and make a difference. gtcuw.org/join

Advocate
We’d love to add your voice to our  
community of amazing advocates.  
gtcuw.org/advocate

• Over the last three years, homelessness  
  grew 9 percent in the Twin Cities metro area,  
  even amidst record employment.  

• Food shelf visits are on the rise. And of  
  those who face hunger, more than 150,000  
  are our most vulnerable neighbors: children  
  and seniors. 

• By 2024, our state is projected to have  
  400,000 unfilled jobs due to skilled labor  
  shortages. 

In Minnesota, children facing  
persistent poverty are...

• 13% less likely to graduate high school
• 29% less likely to enroll in  
  post-secondary education
• 36% less likely to retain consistent  
  employment

1 in 4 people in our 
community cannot afford 
their basic needs.

We will create a community where all people thrive 
regardless of income, race or place.

Job training and  
sustainable employment

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

High-quality, affordable  
education from cradle to career

EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS

A place to call home 
and access to nutritious food

HOUSEHOLD STABILITY

Creating a 
Community of 

Opportunity

500,000
Lives Touched*

Together We Thrive

*Includes people served, donors, volunteers and advocates

Your life-changing support  
provides our neighbors with...
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TA B L E  T E N T

Job training and  
sustainable employment

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

High-quality, affordable  
education from cradle to career

EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS

A place to call home 
and access to nutritious food

HOUSEHOLD STABILITY

Creating a 
Community of 

Opportunity

500,000 
lives touched*

Get Involved 
It’s easy! 
Make a Gift
gtcuw.org/donate or make a gift 
through your workplace campaign

Volunteer
We have hundreds of meaningful opportunities. Find the 
project that’s perfect for you! gtcuw.org/volunteer

Join a Giving Community
Grow your network, learn about community issues and 
make a difference. gtcuw.org/join

Union Bug

Your Gift Changes Lives!

*Includes people served, 
donors, volunteers and 
advocates

150,000  
 children and seniors face hunger

9%
Amount homelessness has  

grown in the last 3 years 

By 2024,  
400,000 jobs will go unfilled  

due to skilled labor shortages 

34% 
of kids under 6 experience poverty  

and aren’t ready for school

1 in 4 
people in our community 

cannot afford their  
basic needs

Your life-changing 
support provides our 

neighbors with...
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P O S T E R S  -  4  ver s i o n s  8 .5 X 1 1 ”

It takes an entire 
community to make  
a difference, and we  
need YOU...
in the Greater Twin Cities

TOGETHER WE THRIVE.
Your gift changes lives.

When we  
LIVE UNITED  
there’s no limit  
to what’s possible...
in the Greater Twin Cities

TOGETHER WE THRIVE.
Your gift changes lives.
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P O S T E R S  -  3  ver s i o n s  1 6 X 2 0 ”

It takes an entire 
community to make  
a difference, and we  
need YOU...
in the Greater Twin Cities

TOGETHER WE THRIVE.
Your gift changes lives.

When we  
LIVE UNITED  
there’s no limit  
to what’s possible...
in the Greater Twin Cities

TOGETHER WE THRIVE.
Your gift changes lives.
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W H AT Y O U R  D O L L A R  B U Y S

Your Dollar’s Impact

For the weekly cost of a...

For your Team’s efforts of...

United Way can provide each year…

United Way delivers...

$2 
cup of coffee 

$5
latte

$20
pair of movie  

tickets

$60
dinner out

$95
pair of event tickets

Backpacks full of essential supplies
for 4 elementary or high school students

25 meals
for a family of 4

Skills training
for 1 job seeker

Quality early-childhood education 
for 1 child to be ready for kindergarten

A case manager
for a homeless youth

$15,000  
in fundraising

$45,000
in fundraising

$300,000
in fundraising

Knowledge, skills and experience 
for success in college and career for 1 student

Increased access and effectiveness 
for a job-training program serving 400 annually

A 3-year program
to grow capacity at 1 culturally specific 
organization offering critical services to new 
immigrants and refugees

TOGETHER WE THRIVE.
Your gift changes lives.
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H O W  T O  S E T U P  A N  E V E N T W I T H  C R O W D R I S E  P L AT F O R M

Thank you for your generosity!

Take your Company’s Special Event to the Next Level  
CrowdRise & United Way can help!    
CrowdRise is the world’s largest fundraising platform dedicated exclusively to charitable giving. It’s used by 
millions of people to raise money for their favorite causes and powered by GoFundMe, the global leader in 
social fundraising. Greater Twin Cities United Way and CrowdRise can support any type of fundraising event, 
such as runs, walks, tournaments, event dinners and concerts.

Cost: Free! Greater Twin Cities United Way has an annual license so there is no cost to our company partners. 

Features & Benefits
•  Integrated event registration with fundraising abilities
•  Peer-to-peer and team fundraising options
•  Free to United Way corporate partners
•  Easy-to-use platform and set up
• �Built-in�social�media�amplification�helps�increase�ticket�sales,�donations,�and�awareness
•  Comprehensive reporting for participant records and event-day needs
•  Remittance is simple: donations come directly to United Way and are counted toward your campaign
•  Secure: Payments are processed via WePay, a PCI Level 1 Compliant company

Your Event Page: United Way staff can create your event page within three business days. 

We’ll just need a few details from you to get started:  

•  Event name, date, time, and location
•  Event description (and/or personal message to participants)
•  Ticket types (if applicable), descriptions, and prices 
• Company Logo
• Banner image (2000x1000 pixels)
•  Preferences for special items such as:
 –  Additional donation capability during registration process 
 –  Individual fundraising pages for each participant 
 –  Leader board for team/individual fundraising, etc. 

Get Started:  Contact your United Way campaign representative today!

TOGETHER WE THRIVE.
Your gift changes lives.

CROWDRISE FUNDRAISING PLATFORM — EXAMPLES 

3M Human Foosball Tournament 

Sponsored participant, team fundraising
Toro 100 Holes of Golf
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When Union members and our friends and family support Greater Twin Cities United Way, we help 
make our community work for all of us by providing better access to education, jobs, and basic needs.

James has been a union bus driver for 17 years.  He lives with his wife and their five children. James is awaiting a kidney transplant 
and cannot work because frequent dialysis significantly weakened him.

James’ wife was diagnosed with cancer and could no longer be his donor.  During her treatment, she worked to cover household bills.

James accessed services we provide for struggling union members. He received 2 months of mortgage payments and we helped 
connect his family with resources to help during this difficult time.

Now, James is getting the care he needs and his wife is back to work.  

Thanks to the Labor Partnership with Greater Twin Cities United Way, we can help union members like James and working families 
when they are most in need. 

James’ Story Helping Those Most in Need

Your Support

$38 $100

$500 $1,000

supplies 2 job seekers with employment search kits 
(with interview and resume tips, bus pass, flash drive, 
legal pad, 3-ring binder, pens, and more).

helps job seekers prepare for work and union apprenticeship 
training in high-demand industries, such as construction, 
health care, information technology, and manufacturing.

contributes to community-driven workforce solutions 
that will improve our region for years to come.

funds skills training for one job seeker.

will provide access to good jobs, helping all people in our community thrive. 

Union Members contribute time, skills and financial gifts. 
In turn, Greater Twin Cities United Way supports organized 
labor through funding of the Minneapolis Regional Labor 
Federation Working Partnerships, St. Paul Regional Labor 
Federation Labor Studies and Resource Center, and 
Minnesota Teamsters Service Bureau. 

Through our Labor/United Way partnership, we reach directly 
into workplaces, impacting close to a quarter of a million 
working families. Our offices and staff provide direct services 
to nearly 13,000 union members annually, including: 

  Emergency financial and food help for Union members in need 
 Layoff and dislocated worker assistance 
  Connecting our communities to Union jobs and training/apprenticeship programs
  Preparing and educating jobseekers & youth for Union jobs and training/apprenticeship programs
   Working with unions and companies to enhance existing job training programs and develop and 

implement new ones. 
 Information and referral 
 Civic Engagement
  Volunteer opportunities in the community for Union members and local unions

Donate at your workplace  
or at www.gtcuw.org/donate
Thank you! Your gift changes lives.

L A B O R  B R O C H U R E

MAKING YOUR LIFE BETTER BOTH ON AND OFF THE JOB.

WORKING PARTNERSHIPS
Minneapolis Regional Labor Federation
For members living in Hennepin, Anoka, Wright,  
Scott, McLeod, Carver and Meeker Counties.

612-379-8130 | workingpartnerships.org

LABOR STUDIES  
AND RESOURCE CENTER
Saint Paul Regional Labor Federation
For members living in Ramsey, Washington, 
Dakota and Chisago Counties.

651-222-3787 | stpaulunions.org

MINNESOTA TEAMSTERS  
SERVICE BUREAU
Teamsters Joint Council 32
For Teamsters living in Minnesota

612-676-3700 | mntsb.org

Labor and United Way, working 
together for a better community.

AFL-CIO Community Services and United Way Partnership

There is strength and power in our numbers to make a 
difference in our community. 

Working together, we help our neighbors & families achieve 
the dreams we want for everyone: freedom from poverty and 
the freedom to join together at work and in the community to 
ensure better lives for each succeeding generation. 

Our Labor/United Way Partnership fights for a better life for 
everyone in our community through access to training, family-
supporting jobs, education, and a basic safety net when times 
are tough. 

Local unions, labor advocates and volunteers reach out to 
support Greater Twin Cities United Way priorities that help 
protect the thing our families most need. 

You can help make it happen. Support your 
workplace campaign by donating today!

We are on a mission to create 
a Greater Twin Cities where 
everyone thrives. TOGETHER  

    WE THRIVE.

UNION BUG 
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I M PA C T S T O R I E S
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Thank You!
For information + resources, visit

https://junction.gtcuw.org/ 
Ambassador/New-Campaign

https://junction.gtcuw.org/Ambassador/New-Campaign/Pages/default.aspx
https://junction.gtcuw.org/Ambassador/New-Campaign/Pages/default.aspx

